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Agenda Item:  	D.9	

Request for Decision
		

	Title 
	Our Future Valley 
Edmonton Metropolitan Board Regional Evaluation Framework Referral

	
	

	Proposed Motion
	1. That Council direct Administration to submit the Sturgeon County Our Future Valley documents (Bylaw 1555/21, Bylaw 1556/21, and Bylaw 1557/21) to the Edmonton Metropolitan Region Board in accordance with the Regional Evaluation Framework process.

2. That Council direct Administration to bring forward Bylaw 1555/21, Bylaw 1556/21, and Bylaw 1557/21 for consideration of third reading following completion of the Edmonton Metropolitan Region Board Regional Evaluation Framework process.

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	Administration recommends that Council submit the Our Future Valley documents for referral to the Edmonton Metropolitan Board Regional Evaluation Framework process.

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	June 28 and 29, 2021 Regular Council Meetings
Public Hearings for Bylaws 1555/21, 1556/21, and 1557/21 were held on June 28 and 29, 2021. 

June 8, 2021 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 323/21: That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1555/21.  

Motion 324/21: That Council direct Administration to schedule a Council Meeting on June 28, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. for a virtual Public Hearing for Bylaw 1555/21.  

Motion 325/21: That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1556/21.  

Motion 326/21: That Council direct Administration to schedule a Council Meeting on June 29, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. for a virtual Public Hearing for Bylaw 1556/21.  
 
Motion 327/21: That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1557/21.  

Motion 328/21: That Council direct Administration to schedule a Council Meeting on June 29, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. for a virtual Public Hearing for Bylaw 1557/21.  


May 25, 2021 Committee of the Whole Meeting
Motion 060/21: That the Committee refer the Our Future Valley - Sturgeon Valley Planning and Engagement Results to Administration to bring forward proposed Sturgeon Valley planning documents and bylaws, reflecting all stakeholder input and professional analysis to date, to Council for consideration of first reading on June 8, 2021.

October 27, 2020 Regular Council Meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk53560405]Motion 482/20: That Council approve the Sturgeon Valley Public Engagement and Communications Plan, provided in Attachment 1, as a foundation for the delivery of stakeholder engagement and communications for each Sturgeon Valley planning project.

August 11, 2020 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 355/20: That Council accept the Phase 1 – Sturgeon Valley Growth Framework report as information.

Motion 356/20: That Council direct Administration to prepare amendments to the existing Sturgeon Valley Area Structure Plan and to complete an area structure plan for the entire Sturgeon Valley Special Study Area, based on the 30-year consolidated land use concept and an addition of complementary non-residential lands bordering Highway 28, with a report back to Council in Q4 2020.

Motion 357/20: That Council direct Administration to prepare amendments to the Municipal Development Plan to provide supportive growth policy for all areas of the Area Structure Plan, including future study areas, with a report back to Council in Q4 2020.

Motion 358/20: That Council direct Administration to engage with area landowners to establish and confirm contributions in support of a Sturgeon Valley Area Structure Plan.

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
· The Edmonton Metropolitan Board (EMRB) Regional Evaluation Framework (REF) is a review and approval process that is designed to ensure that the new statutory plans and statutory plan amendments of EMRB member municipalities are consistent with the principles and policies of the Edmonton Metropolitan Region Growth Plan. The REF was established concurrently with Provincial approval of the Edmonton Metropolitan Region Growth Plan pursuant to Ministerial Order (M.O.) MSL: 111/17 on October 26, 2017. The REF was further refined and approved on December 14, 2020, pursuant to M.O. MSD:088/20.

· Member municipalities of the EMRB must submit statutory planning documents that meet the submission criteria for EMRB approval. The Municipal Government Act (MGA) defines statutory plans as including Intermunicipal Development Plans (IDPs), Municipal Development Plans (MDPs), Area Structure Plans (ASPs), and Area Redevelopment Plans (ARPs). 

· Bylaws 1555/21, 1556/21, and 1557/21 meet the submission criteria in the REF and must be referred to the EMRB for review and approval. Section 5.1 of the REF requires submission after receiving first reading but before receiving third reading of the bylaws. The decision to submit the statutory plans before or after holding a public hearing is at the discretion of the municipality.

· Council gave first reading of the bylaws on June 8, 2021. Public Hearings for the three Bylaws were held as follows: 
· Bylaw 1555/21 on June 28, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.
· Bylaw 1556/21 on June 29, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.; and
· Bylaw 1557/21 on June 29, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.

All three Public Hearings have been adjourned.

· In consultation with EMRB Administration, one comprehensive REF Referral is recommended given the bylaws’ links with the EMRB approved Sturgeon Valley Special Study Area policies. As such, the three bylaws will be reviewed under one REF umbrella. This includes a review by one third-party reviewer with the generation of one REF report and decision.

· The following is a comprehensive listing of the Our Future Valley REF package that will be submitted to EMRB with Council’s authorization. All attachments listed below were submitted to Council in conjunction with first reading on June 8, 2021 and can be accessed from that Council agenda pending amendments at second reading. 

1. REF Cover Letter

2. Attachment 1: Bylaw 1555/21 Sturgeon Valley South Area Structure Plan 
· First Reading Council Staff Report
· Summary and Copies of the Bylaw
· New Sturgeon Valley South Area Structure Plan
· Sturgeon Valley South Area Structure Plan Appendices
· Sturgeon Valley South REF Report: EMRB Regional Policy Alignment Analysis

3. Attachment 2: Bylaw 1556/21 Municipal Development Plan (MDP) Amendment
· First Reading Council Staff Report
· Summary and Copies of the Bylaw
· MDP Excerpts (without proposed amendments)
· MDP amendments
· MDP Amendments REF Report: EMRB Regional Policy Alignment Analysis

4. Attachment 3: Bylaw 1557/21 Rescind and Replace Existing Valley Area Structure Plan
· First Reading Council Staff Report
· Summary and Copies of the Bylaw
· Existing Sturgeon Valley Area Structure Plan (Bylaw 882/99)
· New Valley Core Area Structure Plan
· Transportation Review Report
· Valley Core REF Report: EMRB Policy Alignment Analysis

· Pending Council’s approval of second reading earlier in the meeting, amended bylaws will be included within the above REF package model.

External Communication
· On October 27, 2020, Council approved the Sturgeon Valley Public Engagement and Communications Plan (Engagement Plan). A deliverable within the Sturgeon Valley Public Engagement and Communications Plan was to provide a “What We Heard Report”. This document was to outline feedback provided by developers, landowners, and the public regarding the three projects (Municipal Development Plan, Sturgeon Valley Core – Area Structure Plan, and the new Sturgeon Valley South - Area Structure Plan). 
· An Engagement Plan was developed to provide an open line of communication between the County and interested parties to allow for open discussion and feedback. To date, Sturgeon County has conducted 16 public engagement sessions for the purpose of providing information and gathering feedback regarding the Our Future Valley projects. This does not include the strong online presence and Council touchpoints, which provided continual open communication and direction on the projects. 
· A draft “What We Heard Report” is available online for public viewing and a finalized “What We Heard Report” will include comments provided at the Public Hearings and resulting from the Regional Evaluation Framework (REF) submission to the EMRB. Consultation feedback provided to date has been considered and implemented (where applicable) within the respective plans.
Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· Municipal Government Act
· Various Provincial Regulations and Planning Requirements
· Sturgeon County Strategic Plan
· Sturgeon County Municipal Development Plan
· Sturgeon County Infrastructure Master Plan
· Sturgeon County 2020-2022 Corporate Business Plan
· Sturgeon Valley Area Structure Plan
· Edmonton Metropolitan Region Board - Growth Plan
· Edmonton Metropolitan Region Board - Sturgeon Valley Special Study Area Policies

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Planned Growth and Prosperity – Council’s previous approval for progression to the development of the Area Structure Plan(s) for the Sturgeon Valley is a direct complement to Council’s “Planned Growth and Prosperity” priority, in addition to all other priority areas of Sturgeon County’s Strategic Plan. The project is also directly referenced as a priority within the County’s Corporate Business Plan.

Organizational:
The Our Future Valley initiative has been a large-scale undertaking for 
Administration. Administration will coordinate the required information for the Plan amendments in preparation for the Regional Evaluation Framework referral to the Edmonton Metropolitan Region Board. 

Financial:
None.

	
	

	Alternatives Considered
	Council could decide not to submit the Our Future Valley documents to the Edmonton Metropolitan Board Region Regional Evaluation Framework for review.

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	Strategic Alignment: 
If Council chooses not to support the motion, the Plans will not be submitted to the Edmonton Metropolitan Regional Board for referral.

Organizational:
Administration will work with Council to seek alternatives to the proposed Bylaws. 

Financial:
None.

	
	

	Follow up Action
	Submit required documents to Edmonton Metropolitan Region Board (Planning and Development Services, July 2021).

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	None.

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	
Michael Klassen, Program Lead, Long Range and Regional Planning, Planning and Development Services

Bonnie McInnis, Manager, Planning and Development Services

Travis Peter, Director, Development and Strategic Services

Scott MacDougall, Acting County Commissioner – CAO



Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.

	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☐	☒
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☐	☒
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☐	☒
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☐	☒
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☐	☒
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☐	☒
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☐	☒
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☐	☒
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☐	☒
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☐	☒
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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