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Agenda Item:  	D.10	

Request for Decision
		

	Title 
	[bookmark: _Hlk75476801]Sturgeon County Response to Town of High River’s Proposed Alberta Coal Restriction Policy

	
	

	Proposed Motion
	[bookmark: _Hlk75476875]There is no proposed motion for this item.  

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	Taking a formal position of support or non-support, or taking no position on the matter, is at Council’s discretion. 

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	May 25, 2021 Committee of the Whole Meeting
Motion 059/21: That the Committee refer the letter from the Town of High River dated May 19, 2021 regarding the proposed Alberta Coal Restriction Policy to Administration to conduct research and to present the information at a future Council meeting.

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
· In June 2020, the Government of Alberta rescinded its Coal Development Policy (“Coal Policy”). This policy was first established in 1976 and prevented open-pit coal mines in a large stretch of the Alberta Rockies (the Eastern Slopes) where rivers that serve a large portion of Alberta have their headwaters, including the North Saskatchewan watershed.
· The 1976 Coal Policy enables a land use classification system. The policy divides the province into four categories which dictate where and how coal leasing, exploration, and development occurs.
· Open-pit coal mining can result in negative environmental outcomes. The Coal Policy restricted open-pit coal mines in 75% of the North Saskatchewan River’s source watersheds. According to the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS), rescinding the Coal Policy decreased this area to 41%.
· Following significant public and stakeholder expressions of concern, the Government of Alberta reinstated the Coal Policy in February 2021. However, there are outstanding issues resulting from the nine months in which the Coal Policy was rescinded.
· Drinking water in the Alberta capital region comes from the North Saskatchewan River. If coal mining on the Eastern Slopes were to cause contamination, Sturgeon County could be impacted. 
· Alberta averages 25 to 30 million tonnes of coal production each year from nine mines. According to information provided by Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) resources, there are no active coal mines in operation in Sturgeon County today.
· In May 2021, the Town of High River circulated a letter to all Alberta municipalities requesting endorsement of three principles their municipality developed as a proposed framework to see coal exploration and development banned along the Eastern Slopes, called the “Alberta Coal Restriction Policy.”
· The three principles of the “Alberta Coal Restriction Policy”, which the Town of High River suggests should take effect as of November 15, 2021, include:
1) No further coal exploration or development will be permitted on the Eastern Slopes of Alberta. There will no longer be categories within this area and, instead, there would only be one area defined today as the Eastern Slopes.
2) Existing coal mining operations in the Hinton/Grande Cache areas will be permitted to retire gracefully.
3) Reclamation of lands disturbed by coal exploration activities with coal exploration permits issued prior to February 8, 2021, must be reclaimed no later than December 31, 2025.

· At the May 25, 2021 Committee of the Whole meeting, the letter was referred by the Committee to Administration with a request to conduct research and present information at future Council meeting.
· Municipalities across Alberta have taken varying stances on the proposed Alberta Coal Restriction Policy. The City of Lethbridge and Town of Hanna have supported the proposed policy, while others, such as Vulcan County, have chosen not to take a position on the proposed policy until further coal framework discussions have occurred. Administration is not aware of any positions the municipalities from the Edmonton Metropolitan Region have publicly taken to date.
· The Town of High River has requested endorsement by way of signature from the Mayor on the original request letter, to be returned no later than July 15, 2021, after which time the Town will share their framework and signed letters with the Alberta Coal Policy Committee.
External Communication:
· Council’s decision will be communicated to the Town of High River.
Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· Alberta Coal Policy, 1976
· Sturgeon County Advocacy Plan

	
	

	Alternatives Considered

	1. That Council authorize the Mayor to express Sturgeon County’s comments on the Town of High River’s “Alberta Coal Restriction Policy” to the local MLAs.

2. That Council direct the Mayor to endorse the Town of High River’s proposed “Alberta Coal Restriction Policy”.

3. That Council accept the Request for Decision as information (thereby taking no position on the matter).

	
	


	Implications of Alternatives 
	Strategic Alignment: 
· Addressing the matter to the MLA without involvement in the provincial consultation process may miss an opportunity for formal input and the collective opinion of municipalities in Alberta.
· Endorsing the Town of High River’s “Alberta Coal Restriction Policy” could be perceived as insensitive to Alberta’s dependence on non-renewable energy during a time of transition to more sustainable energy sources. 
· Non-support for the Town of High River’s “Alberta Coal Restriction Policy” may create a misconception that the County is not committed to environmental outcomes or safe communities.
Organizational:
· The organizational implications of any of the alternatives are marginal. 
Financial:
· The financial implications of any of the alternatives are marginal. 

	
	

	Follow up Action
	Carry out Council’s direction.

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	1. Attachment 1 – Letter from Town of High River 
2. Attachment 2 – A Coal Development Policy for Alberta (1976)

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	Jennifer Lavallee, Manager, Corporate Planning and Intergovernmental Services

Travis Peter, Director, Development and Strategic Services

Scott MacDougall, Acting County Commissioner – CAO






Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.

	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☒	☐
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☒	☐
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☐	☒
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☐	☒
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☒	☐
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☒	☐
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☒	☐
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☒	☐
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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