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Agenda Item:  	D.10	

Request for Decision
		

	Title 
	[bookmark: _Hlk68845887]Municipal Affairs Request to Hold Senate Selection and Referenda Votes on Behalf of Alexander First Nation 

	
	

	Proposed Motions
	[bookmark: _Hlk68845903]That Council direct Administration to send a letter to Municipal Affairs in response to the request for Sturgeon County to hold Senate and referenda votes on behalf of Alexander First Nation in conjunction with the 2021 municipal election requesting that Municipal Affairs consult with Alexander First Nation to ensure that this proposal will allow for inclusive participation for First Nation voters. 

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	Administration recommends that, in response to Municipal Affairs’ request for Sturgeon County to hold Senate selection and referenda votes for Alexander First Nations voters at Sturgeon County voting stations in conjunction with the October 18, 2021 municipal election, that Municipal Affairs first consult with the First Nation to ensure that this proposal will allow for inclusive participation for First Nation voters.

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	None.

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
· Municipal elections in Alberta will be held on October 18, 2021 in accordance with the requirements of the provincial Local Authorities Election Act.
· In conjunction with the 2021 municipal election, the Government of Alberta has mandated municipalities to facilitate the holding of Senate selection and referenda votes. Thus, voters who attend municipal voting stations to vote for Mayor, Councillor, and School Board Trustee will also be provided with a ballot to vote for a Senate candidate and on a series of yes/no referendum questions that will be determined by the Government of Alberta. 
· The Government of Alberta will be providing a per capita grant to offset additional costs for municipalities to hold the Senate and referenda votes, although the logistics have yet to be finalized. 
· Although most municipalities will be holding elections on October 18, First Nation residents are not eligible to vote in municipal elections. To ensure they still able to vote in Senate and referenda votes, Municipal Affairs has requested neighbouring municipalities to arrange for First Nation residents to attend municipal voting stations on election day to participate in the Senate and referenda votes. The written request for Sturgeon County to hold the vote for Alexander First Nation is included as Attachment 1.
· Administration supports the request and arrangements can be made successfully to accommodate Alexander First Nation voters at voting stations in Divisions 3 and 4. Municipal Affairs will also provide financial assistance to offset additional costs resulting from providing this service.
· In conversations with Returning Officers from other rural municipalities who have received the same request, concerns were raised about the lack of consultation with First Nations. The concern is that First Nation voters will be required to leave their communities to vote, which may not allow for inclusive participation. Municipal Affairs consultations with First Nation communities would ensure that, in each individual case, the locations of municipal voting stations are convenient and appropriate to permit inclusive participation.
· Therefore, Administration recommends that Sturgeon County respond to Municipal Affairs’ request asking that Alexander First Nation first be consulted. Pending Alexander First Nation’s approval, Administration will agree to hold Senate and referenda votes for their residents. 
External Communication
· Administration will send a letter to Municipal Affairs in accordance with Council’s direction. 

Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· Local Authorities Election Act

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Strong Local and Regional Governance – Coordinating Senate and referenda votes for Alexander First Nation demonstrates regional collaboration.

Organizational:
Administration will be able to carry out the request with the additional support offered by Municipal Affairs.

Financial:
None, as additional costs will be offset by funding from Municipal Affairs.

	
	

	Alternatives Considered
	1. Council could approve the request without first requesting consultation with Alexander First Nation.
2. Council could refuse the request.

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	Strategic Alignment: 
· Not applicable.

Organizational:
· If Council approves the request, Administration will carry out the request with the additional support offered by Municipal Affairs.
· If Council refuses the request, Administration will respond to Municipal Affairs accordingly. 

Financial:
· If Council approves the request, there is no financial implication as additional costs will be offset by funding from Municipal Affairs.
· If Council refuses the request, there is no financial implication. 

	
	

	Follow up Action
	1. Send response letter to Municipal Affairs (Legislative Services, April 2021).

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	1. Attachment 1 – Municipal Affairs Request Letter 

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	
Jesse Sopko, Director, Corporate Services & Returning Officer 

Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner – CAO 



Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.

	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☒	☐
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☒	☐
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☒	☐
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☐	☒
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☐	☒
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☒	☐
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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