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Briefing Note

	
	Title
	[bookmark: _Hlk517955114]2:30 p.m. Public Hearing - Bylaw 1546/21 – Sturgeon County and Town of Legal Intermunicipal Development Plan 

	
	

	Issue
	To provide an opportunity for members of the public to submit feedback regarding Bylaw 1546/21, which would provide for the adoption of the Sturgeon County and Town of Legal Intermunicipal Development Plan.

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	March 23, 2021 Regular Council Meeting: 
Motion 169/21: That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1546/21.

July 9, 2018 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 215/18: That the Terms for Reference for an Intermunicipal Negotiating Task Force, as provided in Attachment 1 to the report dated July 9, 2018 be approved, as amended.

	
	

	Report
	Background Information
· An Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP or Plan) is a statutory document that is prepared between two (or more) municipalities that share a common border. An IDP supports intermunicipal planning certainty and ensures the coordination of future development, land use policies, transportation, and other matters. Under the Municipal Government Act (MGA), municipalities that share a border must, in general, adopt an IDP.

· Section 631(2) of the MGA allows municipalities to opt out of creating an IDP if both communities agree that they do not require one. The Town of Legal has expressed it would like to proceed with an IDP; therefore, approving a Plan is required between the County and Town. 

· Council gave first reading of Bylaw 1546/21 on March 23, 2021. The IDP addresses the following priorities:
· Protecting Agricultural Activity and Growth – The IDP specifically identifies agricultural use as the predominant land use in the Plan Area, and that this will continue. Clauses on confined feeding operations reference the appropriate regulatory body (Agricultural Operations and Practices Act (AOPA)) as managed through the Natural Resources Conservation Board) and the requirement to notify the Town of application. The success of Sturgeon County’s agricultural community remains prioritized and protected.
· Balancing Local Autonomy and Input – The IDP protects Sturgeon County’s local autonomy by referencing its statutory plans wherever possible, while assuring the Town of minimal land use conflicts and complementary processes. 
· Aligning Plan Area and Referral Areas – the Plan Area for the IDP is aligned to the existing (and typical) referral area for County applications.  
· Consistency in Dispute Resolution – the IDP aligns the dispute resolution process with the Town to the one contained within the recently adopted Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework between Sturgeon County and the Town of Legal. 
· Complementing Shared Growth Potential – In the case of a potential economic development opportunity in the Plan Area, the County and Town would work together to explore and support it, where possible.
· Assuring Language Consistency and Legal Compliance – The IDP language is simple, clear, and legally compliant. 
· The deadline for completing IDPs was April 1, 2021, as established by the Province. Though this deadline has not be met, the MGA requires notification to the Minister of Municipal Affairs only in instances where there is no agreement between municipalities on the Plan. Since the County and Town have come to an agreement on the IDP (and the slight delay is related to timelines, not disagreement), notification is not necessary. This was also confirmed with Alberta Municipal Affairs.

External Communication
· Newspaper ads were placed in the Morinville Free Press for Public Hearing (March 29 and April 5) in accordance with the advertising requirements detailed within section 606 of the MGA.
· Advertisement was placed on the Sturgeon County website. 

Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices
· Bill 25: Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2019
· The MGA authorizes Council to establish and amend bylaws.
· Section 631 of the MGA - Intermunicipal Development Plans
· Section 692 of the MGA requires that a municipality hold a Public Hearing prior to giving second reading to a proposed bylaw.
· Sturgeon County Municipal Development Plan Bylaw 1313/13

	
	

	Implication
	Strategic Alignment:
· Strong Local Governance and Regional Leadership – Completion of the IDP will support intermunicipal collaboration within the sub-region.
· Planned Growth - The IDP provides opportunity for collaboration with the Town on future land uses and growth within the plan area boundary, and the protection of the County’s agricultural economy and uses within the Plan Area. 
Organizational:
· Administration has sufficient resourcing in place to process the final requirements of the IDP approval process.
Financial:
None.

	
	

	Follow Up Action
	1. Bring Bylaw 1546/21 forward to Council for second and third reading (Planning and Development Services, April 13, 2021).

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	1. Bylaw 1546/21

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	
Natasha De Sandi, Planning and Engagement Officer, Planning and Development Services

Bonnie McInnis, Manager, Planning and Development Services

Jennifer Lavallee, Manager, Corporate Planning and Intergovernmental Services

Travis Peter, Director, Development and Strategic Services

Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner – CAO
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