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Briefing Note

	
	Title
	9:00 a.m. CLOSED SESSION - Resource Extraction Regulatory Review - Consultation with Industry
***Closed session pursuant to section 197(2) of the Municipal Government Act and in accordance with section 16 (disclosure harmful to business interests of a third party) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act***

	
	

	Issue
	To allow for Industry Operators to have an opportunity to provide input, feedback, and other information regarding the Resource Extraction Regulatory Review. 

	
	

	Proposed Motion(s)
	1. That the Committee refer the industry information provided in closed session to Administration to reflect the input, where appropriate, within the Resource Extraction Regulatory Review final recommendations.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk38640845][bookmark: _Hlk45180673]That the information provided in the November 9, 2020 Committee of the Whole closed session remain confidential pursuant to section 16 (disclosure harmful to business interests of a third party) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	September 8, 2020 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 443/20: That Council endorse the resource extraction regulatory review bylaw amendment options, provided as Attachment 1 to the Request for Decision and developed in consideration of stakeholder input and best practices, for use in public engagement. 

Motion 444/20: That Council submit comments on draft resource extraction public engagement materials, to be circulated following this meeting, to the Chief Administrative Officer prior to September 25, 2020.

Motion 445/20: That Council direct Administration to advertise and carry out the second round of industry and public engagement for the Resource Extraction Regulatory Review, according to the approved engagement approach, with engagement to begin in mid-October 2020.

Motion 446/20: That Council direct Administration to advertise and carry out the second round of industry and public engagement for the Resource Extraction Regulatory Review, according to the approved engagement approach, with engagement to begin in mid-October 2020.

Motion 447/20: That Council direct Administration to bring forward final engagement reports and detailed recommendations on resource extraction regulations for consideration following the conclusion of the second round of industry and public engagement.

August 25, 2020 Regular Council Meeting 
Motion 389/20: That Council accept the resource extraction initial reports "What We Heard" and "Best Management Practices" as information.

Motion 390/20: That Council direct Administration to bring forward an economic analysis and detailed options that consider findings and inputs to date for consideration at the September 8, 2020 Council meeting.

August 11, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting
Motion 064/20: That the Committee direct Administration to provide summaries of engagement findings, best practices, and options to identified Council committees for further initial comment and input.

Motion 065/20: That the Committee direct Administration to bring forward all reports, options for consideration, initial recommendations, and stakeholder engagement next steps at the August 25, 2020 Council meeting.

Motion 066/20: That the Request for Decision and attachments of item B.1 of the August 11, 2020 Committee of the Whole meeting remain confidential pursuant to section 197(2) of the Municipal Government Act and in accordance with section 24 (advice from officials) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

July 14, 2020 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 342/20: That Council direct Administration to proceed with the Resource Extraction Regulatory Review with additional stakeholder engagement according to Option 3 detailed in the July 14, 2020 Request for Decision.

April 28, 2020 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 210/20: That Council direct Administration to proceed with the Resource Extraction Regulatory Review project using Engagement Strategy 4b: Expedited Engagement At-A-Distance.

October 8, 2019 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 405/19: That Council direct Administration to use the information provided in closed session as an input into public consultation on amendments to the Land Use Bylaw regarding resource extraction setbacks, with Administration bringing bylaw amendments to Council that incorporate the feedback from the public consultation.

June 25, 2019 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 247/19: That Council direct Administration to review current resource extraction setbacks within the current Land Use Bylaw and bring back possible modifications to ensure Sturgeon County is sustainably extracting a diminishing resource in the County.

	
	

	Report
	Background Information
The Resource Extraction Regulatory Review seeks to balance economic, social, health, and environmental outcomes in regulating resource extraction operations in Sturgeon County.
To date, many activities have been completed for the review, including a large-scale first phase of engagement with residents and industry stakeholders. Initial “What We Heard” and “Best Management Practices” reports were also completed and presented for public review.  
In September 2020, Council endorsed four initial options based on stakeholder input to date and directed Administration to proceed with the second phase of public engagement on this basis. As part of this phase of engagement, industry operators were also invited to share their inputs, feedback, and other information. Multiple operators accepted this invitation and are scheduled to present to present at the November 9, 2020 Committee of the Whole meeting.   
Due to the confidential nature of some industry inputs, including proprietary and confidential information related to business operations, decisions, and investments, these presentations will occur in closed session.
Following the conclusion of the second engagement phase, Administration will work with experts in resource extraction to consider all stakeholder inputs and finalize recommendations for Council consideration.

	
	

	Implication
	Strategic Alignment:
Planned Growth and Prosperity
Goal 1.3 – Sturgeon County manages growth for current and future developments.
Strategy 1.3.2 – Transparent and consistent bylaws, policies and processes that enable responsible land development in the County.

Strong Local and Regional Governance
Goal 3.1 – Sturgeon County provides effective leadership and management.
Strategy 3.1.2 - Opportunities for residents to represent the community and participate in municipal matters.
Organizational:
Administration, alongside the project consultants, have planned for the completion of the project and to consolidate all feedback into a final “What We Heard” report.

Financial:
None at this time.

	
	

	Follow Up Action
	1. Incorporate industry feedback from this session into final “What We Heard” reports, including reflections of other stakeholder inputs (Planning and Development Services, December 2020).

2. Bring forward final reports and recommendations based on all engagement results and reports (Planning and Development Services, December 2020).

	
	

	Attachment (s)
	None. 

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	
Hayley Wasylycia, Planning and Development Projects Officer, Planning and Development Services

Arjen De Klerk, Program Lead Special Projects and Process Improvement, Planning and Development Services

Martyn Bell, Acting Manager, Planning and Development Services

Travis Peter, Director, Development and Strategic Services

Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner – CAO




Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.
	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated efnterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☐	☒
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☐	☒
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☐	☒
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☐	☒
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☒	☐
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☒	☐
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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