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Agenda Item:  	D.9	

Request for Decision
		

	Title 
	[bookmark: _Hlk31620872]Active Communities Alberta Letter of Support

	
	

	Proposed Motion
	[bookmark: _Hlk31620883]That Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to Active Communities Alberta in support of their St. Albert Recreation Amenity Centre proposal.

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	That the Mayor be authorized to send a letter to Active Communities Alberta in support of their St. Albert Recreation Amenity Centre proposal.

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	None.

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
· Active Communities Alberta (ACA) is a volunteer-based, non-profit society whose mission is to promote active living, community building and healthy families by establishing, administering and maintaining multi-use recreation facilities. The ACA aims to deliver sport, leisure and other family programming that is beneficial to communities.
· ACA is working in conjunction with the City of St. Albert to progress a north St. Albert “Sport, Wellness and Community Campus.”
· On January 20, 2020, the City of St. Albert Council passed a motion selecting the Range Road 260 site as the location for the future Community Campus (located west of Ray Gibbon Drive and south of Villeneuve Drive).
· ACA is proposing development of a future recreation facility in St. Albert that would operate on a “break-even” basis with no ongoing taxpayer subsidization needed to cover operational costs (i.e. a non-profit approach). Alternative funding opportunities, they say, could include partnerships with businesses, grants from other levels of government, gaming/casino funds, etc.
· The funding model proposed for capital costs includes a partnership between the City of St. Albert, the Provincial and Federal Governments, and ACA itself.
· A letter of support is requested from Sturgeon County as part of ACA’s business case to other levels of government to obtain funding. 
· Other organization that have provided a letter of support to date include the City of St. Albert, Hockey Alberta, Skate Canada and several others.
· Currently, ACA is not requesting any funding from Sturgeon County for the St. Albert Recreation Amenity Centre proposal.

External Communication
· Should Sturgeon County provide ACA with a letter of support, that correspondence will become part of ACA’s publicly available information and form part of their grant submission(s).

Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· None.

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Strong Local Governance and Regional Leadership –Supporting ACA’s proposal, through a letter of support, positively contributes to our collaborative relationship with our regional neighbours and the betterment of our collective communities.  

Community Identity & Spirit – Actively supporting and collaborating with voluntary organizations in the Region, such as ACA, is identified as one of Sturgeon County’s goals in the County’s Strategic Plan (2018 – 2027).

Organizational:
There are no organizational impacts to providing ACA with a letter of support.

Financial:
There are no financial implications to providing ACA with a letter of support.

	
	

	Alternatives Considered
	Council may choose not to send a letter of support to ACA.

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	Strategic Alignment: 
· ACA’s grant submission(s) to other levels of government may be weakened without a letter of support from Sturgeon County.

Organizational:
· None.

Financial:
· None.


	
	

	Follow up Action
	1. Draft and issue a letter extending support to the ACA for their St. Albert Recreation Amenity Centre proposal (Intergovernmental Affairs and Mayor’s Office, February 2020).

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	None.

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
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Travis Peter, Director, Development Services
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Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner - CAO



Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.

	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☒	☐
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☒	☐
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☒	☐
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☒	☐
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☐	☒
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☒	☐
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☐	☒
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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