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Agenda Item:  	D.5	

Request for Decision

	
	Title 
	Bylaw 1477/20 – Intermunicipal Development Plan with the Town of Bon Accord – First Reading

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk26182692]Proposed Motion
	That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1477/20. 

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1477/20 – Intermunicipal Development Plan with the Town of Bon Accord. 

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	January 14, 2020
Motion 009/20: That Council discontinue development of all Intermunicipal Development Plans (IDPs) with those municipalities that agree they are not needed due to the optional nature of IDPs under Bill 25.

July 9, 2018:
Motion 220/18: That the Sturgeon County ICF Negotiation Framework, as provided in Attachment 1 to the Request for Decision, be approved and utilized by the Intermunicipal Negotiating Task Force (INTF) to frame future ICF discussions. 

Motion 216/18: That Council appoint Mayor Hnatiw, Councillor Shaw and Councillor Tighe to the INTF.

Motion 215/18: That the Terms for Reference for an INTF, as provided in Attachment 1 to the report dated July 9, 2018, be approved, as amended.

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
· An Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) is a statutory document (required by provincial legislation) that is prepared with two (or more) municipalities that share a common border. An IDP supports intermunicipal planning certainty and ensures the coordination of future development, land use policies, transportation, and other matters.  
· Section 631.1 of the Modernized Municipal Government Act, effective April 1, 2018, made IDPs mandatory for all municipalities that share a common border and are not members of a growth management board. The IDPs are required to be complete by April 1, 2020. 
· To support IDP completion, an Alberta Communities Partnership Grant (ACP Grant) was submitted to secure a consultant to complete both the IDP and ICF for each of the four Towns (Redwater, Legal, Bon Accord and Gibbons). The Towns were awarded the grant and selected a consultant - Vicinia Planning. 
· Sturgeon County Council and Administration began working with the Town through Vicinia Planning in Q4 2019 for the development of an IDP.  
· In December 2019, the Government of Alberta approved Bill 25 (Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2019), an omnibus bill that enables several legislative changes to IDPs. Changes included the ability to cease development of IDPs if agreed upon by both affected parties. Sturgeon County passed a motion on January 14, 2020 to discontinue development of IDPs with municipalities who are in agreeance and has received confirmation from several adjacent municipalities in that regard. 
· Sturgeon County’s Internal Negotiating Task Force (INTF) and the Town elected officials agreed to continue work for the completion of an IDP through Vicinia Planning. 
· During a January 13, 2020 meeting, debate was raised regarding the size of the plan area boundary. The plan area boundary generally can range from 800 metres to 1.6 kilometres in distance on each side of the shared municipal border. Due to the Town’s size, the plan area boundary is only represented within Sturgeon County with additional referral policies within the IDP for directly adjacent landowners. See Bylaw 1477/20, Schedule “A” - Section N - Communication and Referral Process for referral policies.  
· The elected officials from both municipalities agreed to a 1.6-kilometre (two quarter-sections) distance from the shared boundary into between Sturgeon County and the Town of Bon Accord. 
External Communication
· Should Council give first reading to the proposed Bylaw, Administration will ensure public notification and advertising are completed as per the Municipal Government Act.
· An Open House date has been set for February 24, 2020 to be held at the Town of Bon Accord Offices. Upon passing of first reading of Bylaw 1477/20, Sturgeon County residents within the plan area boundary will receive an invitation for the Open House. The Towns will provide their own notification to residents.
· Sturgeon County will be providing information regarding the IDP and the Open House on the Sturgeon County website. 
Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· The Municipal Government Act, RSA 2000 c.M-26, and amendments thereto (MGA) authorizes Council to establish and amend Bylaws.
· Bill 25: Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2019.
· Section 631 of the MGA - Intermunicipal Development Plans.
· Section 692 of the MGA requires that a municipality hold a Public Hearing prior to giving second reading to a proposed bylaw.
· Sturgeon County Municipal Development Plan Bylaw 1313/13.

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Strong Local Governance and Regional Leadership – Continued efforts towards the completion of each IDP will support ongoing intermunicipal collaboration between the County and Town.

Planned Growth - The proposed motion continues to allow for IDP development with the Town of Bon Accord and provide opportunity for collaboration on future land uses and growth within the plan area boundary. 

Organizational:
Continued effort from Council and Administration, including meeting attendance, drafting, communications, and planning supports are required to complete the IDP effort.
Financial:
None.

	
	

	Alternatives Considered

	1. Council could defer first reading of Bylaw 1477/20 in order to obtain more information.
2. Council could defeat Bylaw 1477/20 at first reading.

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	Strategic Alignment: 
1. A delay in first reading would likely require a Ministerial time extension, as the County would not be able to meet the legislated deadline of April 1, 2020.
2. Defeating Bylaw 1477/20 at first reading would result in the County not meeting its legislative requirements to establish an IDP with the Town of Bon Accord.
Organizational:
No additional implications.
Financial:
None. 

	
	

	Follow up Action
	1. Work with Vicinia Planning to conduct the required Open House (Planning and Regional Services, February 2020). 

2. Upon completion of the Open Houses, schedule a Public Hearing followed by second and third bylaw readings (Planning and Regional Services, February 2020). 

	 
	




	Attachment(s)
	1. Bylaw 1477/20

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
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Travis Peter, Director, Development Services
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Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner - CAO




Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.

	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☒	☐
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☐	☒
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☐	☒
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☐	☒
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☐	☒
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☐	☒
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☒	☐
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☐	☒















Date Written:	January 30, 2020
Council Meeting Date:	February 11, 2020	Page 1 of 7
image1.jpeg
i

Sturgeon
County




image2.tiff




image3.tiff




