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Request for Decision
		

	Title 
	Bylaw 1468/20 - Amendment to Bylaw 1466/19 – 2020 Fees and Charges Bylaw 

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk3810992]Proposed Motion
	[bookmark: _Hlk28605733][bookmark: _Hlk29534100]1. That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1468/20. 

2. That Council give second reading of Bylaw 1468/20.

3. That Council consider third reading of Bylaw 1468/20.

4. That Council give third reading of Bylaw 1468/20.

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	That Council give three readings of Bylaw 1468/20 to allow for the amendment of the 2020 Fees and Charges Bylaw. This will allow fees pertaining to the Recreational Vehicle Storage District to be added to the 2020 schedule of fees and charges.   

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	December 10, 2019 – Motion 512/19: That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1463/19. 

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
Each year, Administration brings forward the Fees and Charges Bylaw for approval as part of the budget approval process. The Fees and Charges Bylaw establishes rates, fees and charges payable for municipal services provided by Sturgeon County. 
Section 8 of the Municipal Government Act requires that a schedule of fees and charges be established by bylaw. Similarly, amendments to the fees and charges schedule must be established by bylaw.
REQUIREMENT FOR FEES FOR RVS DISTRICT
If Bylaw 1463/19 - Land Use Bylaw amendment pertaining to the addition of an RVS District (brought forward for first reading on December 10, 2019) is approved at the January 14, 2020 Council meeting, an amendment will be required to Bylaw 1466/19 – Schedule of Fees and Charges to include fee levels applicable to the newly created RVS District. Specifically, fees addressed as part of this amendment include:
· Development permit fee(s) for Recreational Vehicle Storage Facility in the HR – Hamlet Reserve District;
· Development permit fee(s) for Recreational Vehicle Storage Facilities and other uses within the newly created RVS District; and
· Building permit fees within the newly created RVS District. 

The above uses require amendments to the Fees and Charges Bylaw to ensure that appropriate fees are assigned and clarified.

PROPOSED FEE LEVELS
At present, the fee for a Recreational Vehicle Storage Facility is $1,000 in both the HR – Hamlet Reserve Land Use District and elsewhere.
Administration proposes that fees for a recreational vehicle storage facility are changed to the commercial rate of “$570 + $0.11/$1,000 of project value up to $100 million + $0.04/$1,000 of remaining project value over $100 million,” in all places where a Recreational Vehicle Storage Facility may be established (as shown in the redlined copy of the Fees and Charges Bylaw excerpt attached). This includes the Hamlet Reserve Land Use District, Industrial Land Use Districts, and the new RVS Land Use District. 
Changing fees as proposed offers a likely reduction in fee prices for applicants, unless they are proposing a significantly large RVS District. In addition to proportioning the fee to the size of the facility (making the fee more equitable), the likely reduction of this fee respects the fact that applicants have already spent time and financial resources pursuing a rezoning to an RVS District and saves them some money at the development permit stage.
The amended bylaw also proposes to lower the fees for accessory buildings in the RVS District. Once again, this respects the financial investments that applicants will have made throughout the rezoning process and lowers permit costs at the development permit stage; it also brings these fees in alignment with fees for accessory buildings in the INS – Institutional and REC – Recreational Land Use Districts. For example, a development such as a shed would face a permit fee of only $110 to $350, instead of the “$570 + $0.11/$1,000 of project value up to $100 million + $0.04/$1,000 of remaining project value over $100 million,” defined for other developments in the District.
A redlined “Schedule C” of the Fees and Charges Schedule Bylaw 1466/19 demonstrating the proposed amendments is attached.

External Communication
· The amended Bylaw will be posted to the Sturgeon County website.

Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· Section 8 of the Municipal Government Act authorizes Council, through bylaw, to provide for a system of licenses, permits, and approvals and establish fees for the purpose of raising revenue.

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Strong Local Governance and Regional Leadership – The proposed Bylaw is consistent with legislation, policies and procedures creating fiscal stability and sustainability.

Organizational:
Administration will implement the proposed changes following third reading of this Bylaw.

Financial:
Financial impact would be minimal, given that the proposed fee structure within the RVS District refer to the existing fee structure for commercial and industrial type uses. This fee structure is no different than that for similar permit types.

	
	

	Alternatives Considered
	1.  Council could choose to not provide the recommended readings to Bylaw 1468/20 – Amendment to Schedule of Fees and Charges.
2. Council could choose to approve rates different than those proposed in Bylaw 1468/20.

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	1. Without these amendments, fees for these uses may be interpreted as being ambiguous and subject to being challenged and appropriate fees for all uses within the RVS District would not exist. 
2. If different fees for RVS District related uses are approved, the impact would depend on what these approved fees are. Impact would likely be minimal. Exceptionally high fees could be a barrier to entry or deterrent to these businesses being established in Sturgeon County.

	
	

	Follow up Action
	1. Obtain Mayor and CAO signature on the Bylaw (Legislative Services, January 2020).
2. Coordinate the update of the public Fees & Charges Bylaw available online (Legislative Services, January 2020). 

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	1. Redlined Schedule C of Bylaw 1466/19
2. Bylaw 1468/20

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
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Colin Krywiak, Manager, Development Support Services
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Travis Peter, Director, Development Services 
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Scott MacDougall, General Manger, infrastructure Services, Acting County Commissioner – CAO  



Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.

	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☐	☒
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☐	☒
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☒	☐
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☐	☒
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☒	☐
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☒	☐
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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