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Briefing Note

	
	Title
	2019 Municipal Census Report

	
	

	Issue
	Presentation of the results of the 2019 Municipal Census to Council. 

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	December 11, 2019 – Motion 386/18: That Council approve the 2019 Operating and Capital Budgets as amended by motions passed at the November 30, 2018 and December 11, 2018 Council Budget Meetings represented by a 0% change to tax rates.

	
	

	Report
	Background Information
· As part of the 2019 Operating Budget, Council approved a service enhancement to conduct a municipal census in 2019.
· The municipal census was conducted in accordance with the Municipal Government Act and the Determination of Population Regulation. 
· The 2019 municipal census was the first municipal census conducted since 2008.
· The census is a snapshot in time and captures the demographic information of the municipality on the municipal census date, which was April 15, 2019. 
· Administration utilized the City of Airdrie census program, which allows residents to complete the census online upon receiving secure PIN letters in the mail. 40% of households completed the census online, which is impressive for a municipality that does not conduct a municipal census on a regular basis.
· For households that did not complete the census online, census workers went door to door and entered information into the census software with the use of an iPad. Previously, census information was documented on paper forms, where the data had to be entered into an Excel spreadsheet manually. The City of Airdrie census software provides considerable efficiencies. 
· Unlike the federal census, which is conducted every 5 years and is mandatory, the municipal census is voluntary. For households that chose not to participate, census workers collected “neighbour responses”, which, in accordance with the Alberta Municipal Affairs Census Manual, permits only the count of the number of people in the household. Therefore, a number of responses in the census are identified as “prefer not to answer”. 
· The 2019 Municipal Census shows a modest population increase of 11 people since the 2016 federal census. As of April 15, 2019, Sturgeon County’s population is 20,506. 
· As part of its agreement with the City of Airdrie, the County purchased an option for the data to be migrated into GIS for Administration’s use. GIS information will be available to County staff in order to make evidence-based decisions and recommendations to Council. There are safeguards in place to ensure the privacy of respondents’ personal information, including suppressing or aggregating data to ensure it is not personally identifiable. 
· Census results have been submitted to Municipal Affairs as required by legislation and will be included in the 2020 Official Population List. 

External Communication
· The 2019 Municipal Census Report will be made available on the County website. 

Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· Municipal Government Act, section 57
· Determination of Population Regulation
· Alberta Municipal Affairs Municipal Census Manual

	
	

	Implication
	Strategic Alignment:
The 2019 Municipal Census provides demographic information that assists the organization with furthering all Strategic Plan focus areas. 
Organizational:
Census information is foundational for planning current and future needs of residents, including items like transportation networks, locations of parks, utilities, as well as level of service needs such as protective services, community programming, and recreational and library funding.

Financial:
Many grants received from the federal and provincial governments are awarded on a per capita basis. An accurate population count ensures that maximum grant funds are received.

	
	

	Follow Up Action
	1. Publish the 2019 Municipal Census Report on the County website (Legislative Services & Communications, November 2019).

	
	

	Attachment
	1. 2019 Sturgeon County Municipal Census Report 
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Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner – CAO 
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