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Agenda Item:  	D.3	
	
Request for Decision

	Title 
	[bookmark: _Hlk5714672]Proclamation of Small Business Week 

	
	

	Proposed Motion
	[bookmark: _Hlk5714681]That Council proclaim October 20-26, 2019 as Small Business Week in Sturgeon County to celebrate Sturgeon County entrepreneurs and their contribution to the local economy. 

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Administration recommends the public proclamation and the opportunity to celebrate our businesses in Sturgeon County.

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	None.

	
	

	
Report
	· Small and medium-sized businesses are the foundation of the Canadian economy, accounting for 99% of all businesses. It is important that we recognize small and medium-sized enterprises’ successes and recommend helpful tools and resources where required.   

· Each year, during the third full week of October, events are held to bring together entrepreneurs and prospective entrepreneurs at conferences, workshops, luncheons, trade fairs and other events across Canada. The goal is to provide these entrepreneurs with opportunities to learn, network, share ideas and socialize with their peers.

· Economic Development has a specific role in supporting the businesses in Sturgeon County with retention and expansion efforts. The activities planned in Sturgeon County for 2019 Small Business Week include:
· Business Link presentation of Exploring Entrepreneurship…Is it Right for Me? on Thursday, October 24, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. at Sturgeon County Centre. Coffee and networking to follow in the lobby with Sturgeon County Council and Economic Development.
· Mighty Business Breakfast Bash in Gibbons, Alberta, on Friday, October 25, 2019. This is a Sturgeon County led initiative in conjunction with the Towns of Redwater, Gibbons, Morinville, and Bon Accord, the Redwater and Legal Chambers of Commerce, and Alberta Ministry of Labour and Immigration. Doug Griffiths will present “Everything is About to Change” with networking to follow.

External Communication
· Information about Small Business Week events will be highlighted on social media platforms, websites and newsletters for Sturgeon County and regional partners.
Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· Small Business Week began in 1979 when the branches of the Federal Business Development Bank (as the Business Development Bank of Canada was previously known) in British Columbia’s Lower Fraser Valley organized a week of small business management training sessions for entrepreneurs. They called the initiative Small Business Week. Employees in British Columbia repeated the experiment the following year, and in 1981, Small Business Week was officially launched nationwide.

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Planned Growth & Prosperity – We are committed to supporting our small and medium businesses and giving them the resources and support to retain and expand their business in Sturgeon County. 
Organizational:
Sturgeon County is already committed to engaging with and supporting our businesses through the efforts of the Economic Development department.

Financial:
None.

	
	

	Alternatives Considered
	The County could host and collaborate with regional partners on Small Business Week events without a proclamation.

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	Strategic Alignment: 
· The County would continue to support our small and medium businesses through planned events and programs without a public proclamation. 

Organizational:
· None.

Financial: 
· Cost of events are included in Economic Development’s approved operating budget and Labour Market Partnerships (LMP) grant monies are being used for regional events.

	
	

	Follow up Action
	1. Advertise the proclamation in monthly newsletter and blog/news on Start in Sturgeon website (Economic Development, October 2019).

	
	




	Attachment(s)
	Small Business Week Proclamation

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
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Tyler Westover, Manager, Economic Development
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Travis Peter, Director, Development Services
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Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner – CAO 




Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.
	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☐	☒
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☒	☐
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☒	☐
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☒	☐
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☒	☐
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☐	☒
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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