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Agenda Item:  	D.3	

Request for Decision
		

	Title 
	2021 Tax Recovery Reserve Bid (Public Tax Sale)

	
	

	Proposed Motion
	That Council approve the conditions of sale and the reserve bid identified in the 2021 Public Sale of Land Report at market value as prepared by Sturgeon County’s Assessment Department for the Public Tax Recovery Property Auction to be held on November 10, 2021.

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	Administration recommends that Sturgeon County adhere to the process for recovery of taxes related to land as set in the Municipal Government Act (MGA).

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	None.

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
· The tax collection process requires diligent efforts by Administration to communicate tax payment deadlines through many means, including in person, telephone, emails, notices, letters, statements, signage, social media, website updates, and the Sturgeon County app to ensure that taxpayers are fully informed of the tax payment requirements and the status of their accounts at appropriate stages in the collection cycle.   
· Properties that have been in tax arrears for two 2 years are placed on the tax arrears listing as of March 31 that year which results in tax notification being registered on title. In the third year, if the tax arrears still exist after March 31 and the tax account owner has not entered into a payment agreement, the property can be sold at a public tax sale at a reserve bid price that has been approved by Council in accordance with the Municipal Government Act (MGA).
· The County’s Assessment Services department prepared the 2021 Public Sale of Land Report (see Attachment 1) to estimate the market value for the list of properties Sturgeon County will offer for sale by public auction in the Cardiff Room at the Sturgeon County Centre on November 10, 2021, at 10.00 a.m. 
· The proposed conditions of sale are as follows:
· 10% non-refundable down payment by cash, bank draft, or certified payment with the full payment to be made within 30 days following the auction.
· The estimated market value of each property is listed in the attached 2021 Public Sale of Land Report.
· Property owners have up to the date at the time of the public auction to pay tax arrears.
· Administration has attempted to contact / notify the landowners of the imminent tax recovery sale.
· Administration will continue to work with tax account owners currently listed on the reserve bid to clear their accounts of tax arrears and/or enter into payment agreements for those who are eligible. Tax accounts that have paid arrear balances in full or enter into a payment agreement prior to the public tax sale will be removed from the reserve bid listing and properties will not be offered for sale. 
External Communication
· The 2021 Public Sale of Land Report will be advertised in the Alberta Gazette on September 30, 2021, and in the local newspaper on October 29, 2021. 
Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· MGA, sections 419(a) and (b)

The council must set:
a) for each parcel of land to be offered for sale at a public auction, a reserve bid that is as close as reasonably possible to the market value of the parcel; and
b) any conditions that apply to the sale.

· MGA, section 427(2)

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Setting the reserve bid is consistent with the policies and procedures of Sturgeon County. 
Organizational:
Administration will have information regarding the lowest possible bid acceptable at the November 10, 2021, tax recovery property sale.
Financial:
Sturgeon County can retain from sale proceeds the amount of tax arrears as well as a 5% administration fee in accordance with the MGA. 

	
	

	Alternatives Considered
	None.

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	None.

	
	

	Follow up Action
	1. Conduct the Public Tax Sale Auction (Assessment Services and Financial Services, November 10, 2021)
2. Provide the Public Tax Sale Property Report to Council (Assessment Services and Financial Services, January 2022)

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	1. Attachment 1: 2021 Public Sale of Land Report

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	
Luis Delgado, Manager, Assessment Services

Sabrina Duquette, Manager, Financial Services

Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner – CAO



Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.

	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☒	☐
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☒	☐
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☐	☒
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☐	☒
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☒	☐
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☒	☐
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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