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Agenda Item:  	D.4	

Request for Decision
		

	Title 
	[bookmark: _Hlk52864884]Bylaw 1522/20 – Election Bylaw – Three Readings 

	
	

	Proposed Motion
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk52864909]That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1522/20.
2. That Council give second reading of Bylaw 1522/20.
3. That Council consider third reading of Bylaw 1522/20.
4. That Council give third reading of Bylaw 1522/20.

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	Administration recommends that Council give three readings of Bylaw 1522/20, the Election Bylaw.   

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	July 9, 2019 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 268/19: That Council give third reading of Bylaw 1448/19.

June 13, 2017 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 270/17: That Council give third reading to Bylaw 1391/17, Printing Ballots in Lots.   

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
· The Local Authorities Election Act (LAEA) is provincial legislation that prescribes the conduct of local elections in Alberta.
· The next municipal election is October 18, 2021. Recent amendments to the LAEA require Council to consider this matter sooner than would have been the case in past years since, under the amended legislation, a person may file a nomination to become a candidate as early as January 4, 2021. 
· The LAEA includes mandatory provisions which all local authorities must comply with, as well as a number of discretionary provisions that Council can enact either by bylaw or by resolution.
· To ensure alignment with the LAEA, the proposed Bylaw contains only those provisions over which Council has discretion. Once passed, the Bylaw must be read alongside the LAEA. The provisions of the Bylaw and the LAEA will be provided in plain language in the Candidates’ Handbook which will be made available to candidates by December 31, 2020. 
· For ease of reference, Administration recommends that resolutions and bylaws over which Council has discretion be included in a single Election Bylaw, and that existing election-related bylaws be repealed and replaced with the proposed Election Bylaw.
· Bylaw 1522/20 seeks to maximize voting opportunities for electors in the 2021 municipal election. 
· Of note, the proposed Election Bylaw contains provisions:
· requiring a nomination deposit of $25 for all offices. This is consistent with the existing $25 deposit established by Bylaw 646/89;
· relating to voting stations, consistent with the existing Voting Station Bylaw 1448/19;
· prescribing the form of ballot, consistent with the existing Bylaw 1391/17;
· providing for special ballots to eligible electors, consistent with the practice in previous municipal elections;
· providing for elector assistance at home, which was offered in the 2019 Division 2 by-election;
· institutional voting stations for electors confined to a treatment centre or who are resident in a supportive living facility; and
· providing for the use of vote tabulators to count votes cast in the election and prescribing the vote tabulator procedures.

· Administration recommends that Council give three readings of Bylaw 1522/20 at the December 8, 2020 Council meeting to ensure that the proposed Bylaw is in effect prior to the opening of nominations on January 4, 2021. 

External Communication
· Once passed, the Election Bylaw will be posted to the County’s website.
· Administration will prepare a Nomination Handbook for prospective candidates, which will be available on the County’s website by December 31, 2020.

Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
· Local Authorities Election Act
· Bylaw 646/89 – Deposit Accompanying Nomination Paper
· Bylaw 1391/17 – Printing Ballots in Lots
· Bylaw 1448/19 – Voting Station Bylaw 

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Strong Local Governance and Regional Leadership – Council providing direction for the conduct of the 2021 municipal election shows a commitment to strong local governance. Providing opportunities for special ballots, elector assistance at home, and institutional voting ensures that voting opportunities are maximized.    


Organizational:
Legislative Services will implement Council’s direction.

Financial:
Costs for administering the 2021 municipal election are included in the 2021 proposed operating budget.    

	
	

	Alternatives Considered

	1. Council could amend Bylaw 1522/20 before passing it.
2. Council could decide not to give unanimous consent to consider third reading of the Bylaw at the December 8, 2020 Council meeting. 

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	Organizational:
1. The implications are dependent on the amendments proposed. 
2. If Council does not give unanimous consent to consider third reading of the Bylaw, Administration would request that a Special Council Meeting be called prior to December 31, 2020 to pass the Election Bylaw so that the legislation is enacted prior to the opening of nominations on January 4, 2021. 

Financial:
None.

	
	

	Follow up Action
	1. Obtain Mayor and CAO Signatures on the Bylaw (Legislative Services, December 2020). 
2. Post the Bylaw to the County’s website and include in Candidates’ Handbook (Legislative Services, December 2020).

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	1. Bylaw 1522/20 – Election Bylaw
2. Bylaw 646/89 – Deposit Accompanying Nomination Paper
3. Bylaw 1391/17 – Printing Ballots in Lots
4. Bylaw 1448/19 – Voting Station Bylaw

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	
Jesse Sopko, Director, Corporate Services

Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner – CAO 



Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.

	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☒	☐
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☒	☐
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☐	☒
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☒	☐
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☐	☒
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☐	☒
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐



Date Written:	December 3, 2020
Council Meeting Date:	December 8, 2020	Page 1 of 7
image1.jpeg
i

Sturgeon
County




