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Agenda Item:  	E.1	
Administrative Backgrounder
		

	Title 
	[bookmark: _Hlk75482128]Municipal Responsibilities in Truth and Reconciliation (Mayor Hnatiw) 

	
	

	Purpose of Report
	This Administrative Backgrounder has been prepared in response to Mayor Hnatiw’s Notice of Motion, as provided on June 22, 2021.

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk75482157]Proposed Motion
	That Council direct Administration to identify areas of municipal responsibility within the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s 2015 Calls to Action Report and seek input from neighbouring Indigenous administrations to advise Council of the corporate support and governance considerations for implementing the identified calls to action.

	
	

	Previous Council Direction
	None. 

	
	

	
Strategic Alignment
	· Under the Strong Local and Regional Governance focus area, the Strategic Plan directs the formation of collaborative relationships with Sturgeon County’s regional neighbours for the betterment of the communities.
· Sturgeon County’s current Strategic Plan does not include reference to addressing municipal responsibilities identified within the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s 2015 Calls to Action Report (Calls to Action Report).

	
	

	Statutory Requirement Considerations
	· There is no statutory requirement for municipalities to act on recommendations identified in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action Report. Municipal implementation of these actions remains voluntary.

	
	

	Alignment to Levels of Service Delivery
	N/A

	
	

	Anticipated Human Resource Requirements
	· If the motion is carried, Administration will identify specific implementation actions within the Calls to Action Report that Sturgeon County could advance. 
· Administration will also consult with neighbouring Indigenous communities.
· No additional resources are anticipated to be required at this time.

	
	

	Anticipated Financial Resource Requirements
	· Limited costs are anticipated unless more extensive external consultation services are later required.

	
	

	Additional Background Information
	· The Calls to Action Report was published by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (now the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR)) in 2015.
· The Calls to Action Report was developed following six years of consultation across Canada. In 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission presented these findings aimed to “further reconciliation between Canadians and Indigenous People”.  
· The Calls to Action Report includes 94 calls to action, grouped across different themes, including child welfare, education, language and culture, health, justice, and reconciliation.
· In the wake of the tragic discoveries of human remains at former residential school sites across Canada, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Big City Mayor’s Caucus issued a statement urgently emphasizing the importance of municipal commitments to truth and reconciliation and implementing the NCTR’s Calls to Action. 
· In a statement, FCM expressed, “Reconciliation is truly a national process that will require tremendous efforts by all Canadians―and across all orders of government.”
· Sturgeon County is located in Treaty 6 territory, which includes Alexander First Nation, Enoch Cree Nation, and the Michel Band (among many others).
· Treaty 6 is an agreement between the Crown and the Dene Nation, Cree, Nakota Sioux, and Saulteaux. Treaty 6 covers central Alberta and Saskatchewan.

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	None.

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	
Jennifer Lavallee, Manager, Corporate Planning and Intergovernmental Services

Travis Peter, Director, Development and Strategic Services

Scott MacDougall, Acting County Commissioner – CAO 
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