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Agenda Item:  	D.17	

Request For Decision
		

	Title 
	[bookmark: _Hlk66948652]Bylaw 1535/21 - Property Tax Penalty Bylaw (Repeal of Bylaw 433/82 and Repeal and Replacement of Bylaw 1422/18) – Three Readings

	
	

	Proposed Motion
	1. That Council give first reading of Bylaw 1535/21.
2. That Council give second reading of Bylaw 1535/21.
3. That Council consider third reading of Bylaw 1535/21.
4. That Council give third reading of Bylaw 1535/21.
5. That Council rescind County policies ADM-TAX-2, ADM-TAX-3, and ADM-TAX-4.

	
	

	Administrative
Recommendation
	Administration recommends that Council give three readings of the Property Tax Penalty Bylaw 1535/21 and rescind County policies ADM-TAX-2, ADM-TAX-3, and ADM-TAX-4.

	
	

	Previous Council/Committee Direction
	October 23, 2018 Regular Council Meeting
Motion 302/18: That Council give third reading to Bylaw 1422/18.

	
	

	
Report
	Background Information
· The Property Tax Penalty Bylaw is established to specify a time for the payment of taxes and to provide for the imposition of penalties for nonpayment of current taxes, supplemental taxes, and tax arrears.
· Bylaw 1422/18 – Penalties on Unpaid Municipal Taxes was passed in 2018. Administration has updated certain sections within the new bylaw to provide clarity in reference to applicable legislation, formatting for clarity, and structure changes (see Attachment 2 – Property Tax Penalty Bylaw 1535/21 – Redlined).
· By-law 433/82 - General Penalty Bylaw is a bylaw passed in 1982 that sets out general penalties for infractions but has been made redundant by specific County bylaws and therefore is proposed to be repealed by Bylaw 1535/21.
· Penalties on current, supplementary, and tax arrears specifications have been separated under appropriate sections with more clear verbiage to identify the imposition criteria.
· In August and September 1999, Council approved three policies, which Administration is recommending be rescinded:
· Tax Penalties Policy (ADM-TAX-2) is inconsistent with section 347 of the Municipal Government Act (MGA), which requires Council to consider each property tax cancellation request on its own merits with a view to equity. 
· Property Tax Recovery Policy (ADM-TAX-3) parameters are covered within the MGA. 
· Sale of Properties (ADM-TAX-4) parameters are covered within the MGA.
External Communication:
Once passed, the Property Tax Penalty Bylaw will be posted to the County’s website, and internally for staff.
Relevant Policy/Legislation/Practices:
Municipal Government Act and Regulations
Bylaw 1422/18 Penalties on Unpaid Municipal Taxes

	
	

	Implication of Administrative Recommendation
	Strategic Alignment:
Strong Local and Regional Governance
· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with the Strategic Plan, bylaws, and policies. 
· This bylaw provides public guidelines for property tax payment requirements.
Organizational:
This bylaw encourages timely collection of current taxes, supplementary taxes, and tax arrears. Having the bylaw in place will further support County services and programs by setting timelines in place to support Sturgeon County corporate and strategic plans.
Financial:
None.

	
	

	Alternatives Considered
	1. That Council does not consider the bylaw at this time.
2. That Council does not consider rescinding County policies ADM-TAX-2, ADM-TAX-3, and ADM-TAX-4 at this time.

	
	

	Implications of Alternatives 
	The organization will continue to follow the criteria set forth by Bylaw 1422/18 - Penalties on Unpaid Municipal Taxes. 

	
	

	Follow up Action
	1. Post the Bylaw to the external Sturgeon County website (Corporate Communications, March 2021).

	
	

	Attachment(s)
	1. Attachment 1 – Bylaw 1422/18 - Penalties on Unpaid Municipal Taxes 
2. Attachment 2 – Bylaw 1535/21 - Property Tax Penalty Bylaw 1535/21 - Redlined 
3. Attachment 3 – Bylaw 1535/21 - Property Tax Penalty Bylaw – Final
4.  Attachment 4 – Bylaw 433/82 – General Penalty Bylaw
5. Attachment 5 – Tax Penalties Policy (ADM-TAX-2)
6. Attachment 6 – Property Tax Recovery Policy (ADM-TAX-3)
7. Attachment 7 – Sale of Properties Policy (ADM-TAX-4)

	
	

	Report Reviewed by:
	
Sabrina Duquette, Manager, Financial Services

Dawn Sauvé, Director, Financial, Assessment and Procurement Services

Reegan McCullough, County Commissioner – CAO 



Strategic Alignment Checklist						
Vision: Sturgeon County: a diverse, active community that pioneers opportunities and promotes initiative while embracing rural lifestyles.
Mission: Provide quality, cost effective services and infrastructure to meet the diverse needs of the Sturgeon County community, while improving competitiveness and sustainability.
	Focus Areas
	Not consistent
	N/A
	Consistent

	Planned Growth and Prosperity
	
	
	

	We encourage varied and integrated enterprises that enhance our strong economic 
base, while balancing the needs of the community and natural environment.
(Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 36)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports a strong thriving business environment to strengthen our economic foundation
	☐	☒	☐
	· [bookmark: _Hlk524429560]Plans for responsible growth through the MDP and regional growth plan.
	☐	☒	☐
	· Manages growth for current and future developments through:
·  transparent bylaws, policies and processes to enable responsible land development
	☐	☒	☐
	· targeting growth around existing and identified future growth areas
	☐	☒	☐
	Maintain and Enhance Strong Communities
	
	
	

	We are committed to a safe and viable community, where our residents are  
provided with access to opportunities and quality of life. 
(Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to programs and services that have a positive impact on residents’ quality of life
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides access to safe and reliable infrastructure assets
	☐	☒	☐
	· Supports the safety of people and property
	☐	☒	☐
	Strong Local and Regional Governance
	
	
	

	We promote consistent and accountable leadership through collaborative and 
transparent processes (Strategic Plan and pg. 27 MDP)
	☐	☐	☒
	· Provides effective leadership and management consistent with Strategic Plan, MDP, master plans, bylaws, policies, community engagement 
	☐	☐	☒
	· Considers fiscal stability and sustainability
	☐	☐	☒
	· Fosters collaborative intergovernmental partnerships 
	☐	☒	☐
	Community Identity & Spirit
	
	
	

	We will build upon our strengths, where together we will create an inclusive, caring community (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Promotes and/or enhances residents’ identification with Sturgeon County
	☐	☒	☐
	· Support and/or collaborate with voluntary organizations in the region
	☐	☒	☐
	Environmental Stewardship
	
	
	

	We foster a healthy environment and minimize our impact on ecosystems. (Strategic Plan and MDP pg. 27)
	☐	☒	☐
	· Plans and partnerships that minimize environmental impact on natural areas
	☐	☒	☐
	· Provides awareness of environmental issues impacting the County
	☐	☒	☐
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